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Donald Edwards BA
Director/ Producer; Choreographer, Dancer,
Facilitator, Teacher

“My mission is to use dance to bridge the space between people; 
To heal cultural differences; to explore the balances between body, 
mind, emotions and spirit; to link the individual with the collective;
 and to find the extraordinary in the everyday” D. Edwards
Background

Donald discovered his passion for dance under Nadine Senior MBE, and pursued this further via Theatre Arts at Intake High School, Leeds. In 1997 he was awarded a 1st Class BA Honours Degree from the Northern School of Contemporary Dance. Donald is a founder member of both Phoenix Dance Company and RJC Dance Theatre and worked extensively with both companies for over 22years, touring nationally and internationally, performing, teaching, choreographing and directing rehearsal. His work with RJC was intrinsic in the development of a Black British dance style, fusing formal training in contemporary dance with a range of social and cultural dance and music styles. Donald has been nominated for an Olivier Award and was the proud recipient of a Black Achievers Award (RJC). 

Education Work and Consultancy

Throughout his career Donald has been actively involved in a wide variety of education projects as project director, teacher, facilitator or consultant. The projects he has been committed to have given him the opportunity to share and increase his knowledge in varied educational institutions ranging from school and community projects to national and international work. He has created and choreographed in projects such as BBC2 Dance Education programme for schools, the Harlem Dance Theatre education programme and The Birmingham Museum and Art Gallery – Dance project; Interpreting Turner. His education consultancy work has seen him produce dance projects with organisations such as DanceXchange, Birmingham Royal Ballet and Channel 4 ‘Ballet Hoo!’ Harlem Dance Theatre, Leaps & Bounds ‘The Worsene project’, and Leicester Haymarket Theatre ‘Love in the 21st Century’. In 2009 Donald worked alongside Mahogany Arts and choreographed the opening ceremony for the Special Olympics at the Walkers Stadium. Donald has just completed a project in which he was the first artist to utilise the courtyard in Phoenix Square, Leicester new digital arts centre. Using this space as part of the Leicester Let’s Dance festival Donald choreographed a site specific piece with local dance post graduates to rave reviews.  
“I have many styles and cultures to draw on – from Western classical to contemporary and social dance styles. It is especially rewarding to find ways to help young people to tell their stories – in whatever mix of dance styles they can respond to. Dance has the capacity to empower individuals and groups whatever their level of experience or cultural perspective”

 D. Edwards 

Media

Donald has vast media experience during his career for local and national press as well as working along side major companies on televised projects, such as documentary coverage as a member of Phoenix Dance Company as a topic for The South Bank Show, BBC Midlands for The Worsene Project, Channel 4 on both their Dance 4 season and Dance for the Camera and along side Birmingham Royal Ballet on their acclaimed Ballet Hoo! Donald was featured in the Educational programmes for schools with BBC2, based on social dance styles. 

Choreographer / Dancer

One of the youngest dancers ever to receive a commission from the Arts Council, at the age of 18, Donald and Phoenix Dance Company went on to win the coveted Bagnolet choreographic platform award in Paris. His work has been performed at Her Majesty’s Theatre, Saddlers Wells, The Place, The Northern School of Contemporary Dance and Laban. During his performing career Donald has worked with numerous leading figures in the dance world including Jane Dudley, Darshan Singh Buller, Michael Clarke, Robert Cohan, Veronica Lewis, David Hamilton, Garth Fagan, Philip Taylor, Tom Jobe and Namron. 

Personal Qualities

Donald has an excellent working attitude and can work effectively on his own and also successfully as part of a team. With an approachable disposition he finds it easy to communicate with both colleagues and students. A large proportion of Donald’s educational experience has found him working with disadvantaged young people and he has excelled in this area with his natural ability to create a trusting and creative bond. He is passionate in developing new approaches to dance and especially to multi-disciplinary and multi-cultural work. Donald’s communication skills are exemplary and he is self motivated as an individual and finds it easy to create enthusiasm in those around him. Donald is passionate about people and the arts and would be an asset to any project with creative processes. 

Web: www.donaldedwards.co.uk 

Email: donaldedwards1@hotmail.com 

Mobile: 07925 878155
